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Sea of sugarcane swirls around a batey (left), 
the barrackslike village of harvesters and their 
families. The Republic rnust admit ~ome 12,000 
Haitians annually for the harvest, largely because 
its own citizens consider cane cutting underpaid 
and demeaning. For a backbreaking day's work, 
this Haitian culler (below) may earn $4.50. 

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400700001-0 



~Y&f&ld"For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP96-00788R001400700001-0 

The Western He~isphere' s oldest city 
CAPITAL OF ADVENTURE, Santo Do­

mingo sprawls beside the meandering 
Ozama River, where Columbus's brother, 
Bartolome, founded the city in 1496 as scat 
of Spain's first New World colony. Pirates 
and swashbucklers coveted Santo Domingo 
for its gold. The English buccaneer Sir 
Francis Drake seized the city in 1586. His 
price for leaving: 25,000 gold ducats. 

In the old colonial city stand scores of 
restored structures, including the Ozama 

Fortress (above, at lower right) and theCa­
thedral of Santa Maria Ia Menor (left). Here 
and not in Spain, say Dominicans, lie the 
remains of Christopher Columbus, beneath 
an ornate marble monument. A Santo Do­
mingo dancer (left, upper) recalls the city's 
Spanish forebears-rootstock of the n'ation's 
influential white minority. 

Dizzying growth of Santo Doming(}-it 
ha~ quintupled in population since 1950-­
reftcct.s a massive influx of rural poor. 
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Clouds veil the beauty of the Dominican Republic's rugged heartland, where 
parallel mountain ranges wall lush valleys that shelter fruitful farmlands, 
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ONTO THE STAGE of history with 
..... u,uullu••.,'s landing in 1492, the island of His­

paniola 
stone to 
lie was· 
tlnally by 
struggle 
hero Juan 

a strategic, fought-over stepping­
riches. The Dominican Repub­

first by Spain, then by France, and 
which was ousted in 1844 after a 

RELI­
Cat.holic. 
coffee. ferronickel, tourism, gold, 

bauxite. MAJOI\ CITIES: Santo Domingo, 
,000,000); Santiago (pop. 200,000}. CLI· 

moderated by trade winds and altitude. 
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